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Russell Means is the most controversial Indian leader of our time. Where White Men Fear to Tread

is the well-detailed, first-hand story of his life so far, in which he has done everything possible to

dramatize and justify the Native American aim of self-determination, such as storming Mount

Rushmore, seizing Plymouth Rock, running for President in 1988, and--most notoriously--leading a

71-day takeover of Wounded Knee, South Dakota, in 1973. This visionary autobiography by one of

our most magnetic personalities will fascinate, educate, and inspire. As Dee Brown has written, "A

reading of Means's story is essential for any clear understanding of American Indians during the last

half of the twentieth century."
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Most people have probably heard of Russell Means at some point. Means is the best known

member of the American Indian Movement (AIM). AIM was the group that took over Wounded Knee

in the early 1970's and engaged in numerous protests to try and bring attention to the plight of the

Native American. This autobiography not only gives the reader a detailed description of the life of

Russell Means, but insights into the philosophy of this revolutionary. While AIM has receded into the

background quite a bit since its glory days, Means is still going strong. This book shows us why.The

book doesn't flinch from unpleasantness. We find out that Means' parents were abusive and that his

father was an alcoholic. Russell himself became mixed up in drugs during his youth and quickly

became sucked into the same alcoholic world that his father inhabited. Throughout his career as a

member of AIM, Means drank constantly until he finally came to terms with this problem and



discovered that his rage could be controlled. During the course of the book we see Russell being

beaten up, shot, arrested numerous times, and imprisoned for his activities. This guy has seen it all,

and the picture on the front of the book tells me that I would hate to be on this man's bad side. He's

tough, but cares deeply for his people and what he believes in, a trait that is certainly noble and

admirable.What comes across most strongly in this book is how AIM helped Means find his

spirituality. Before becoming conscious of his heritage, Means spent most of his time in bars

drinking. Once he gained awareness of his heritage, Means took part in numerous rituals, such as

the Sun Dance and crying for visions. The book goes into intricate detail in describing the

importance of these rituals and how they are practiced.
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